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My apologies to you,. National Com- 
mission for the Protection of Human 
Subjects for Biomedical and Be- . 
havioral Research. 

I didn’t know where to find you 
and — sad to say — began to doubt in 
your existence. 

I called presidential press secretary 
Ron Nessen and other authoritative 
■White House sources and they 
couldn’t help. Nessen wondered aloud, 
after vainly scanning his copy of the 
U.S. Government Organization Manu- 
al, whether it could be that you were 
a . . . CIA front. 

It began Wednesday with a refer- 
ence to you in President Ford’s execu- 
tive order on United States intelli- 
gence activities. 



. The order, - which is supposed to set 
limits on domestic spying, by foreign 
intelligence agencies, said, the ,CIA 
could no longer conduct drug experi- 
ments on human subjects unless it 
followed — in Mr. Ford’s words— “the 
guidelines issued by the National Com- 
mission for the Protection of Human 
Subjects for Biomedical and Behav- 
ioral Research.” * 

_ That put -me on your ., trail. It was 
the beginning of an alphabetical odys- 
sey through the Washington bureau- 
cratic maze. 

First the phone book. You eluded ■ 
me,, somewhere between the National 
Commission for the. Review of Federal 
and State Laws Relating to Wire Tap- 
ping and Electronics and the National. 
Commission on Water Quality. 

A perusal of the Congressional Di-' 
rectory index, independent agencies, 
deepened my sense of defeat 



N-essen returned a call; ’‘Have you. 
tried- the.U.S. Government , Manual?" 
he asked with a. : . touch . of-, smugness. 

. “It's, probably under Quasi-Govern- 
. mental Agencies. Let.-me try.” , ;:,■■■ ’;y, 
. “Hmm,” said Nessen as. he 1 came to 
a dead end at the National Commis- 
, sion pn Water. Quality. “What about 
Private Organizations? No— riot there 
. either. It’s got to be somewhere. Un- 
less, you don’t suppose. Could it be a 
CIA front?” ,He ; promised' to. check 
further. ,■ 1 ' 

The next call was to the Office, of 
White Horise counselor John 0. Marsh 
Jr.,. .where an aide took the inquiry. 
“This thing was Worked out very ' care- 
fully, very precisely with HEW and 
the- agehcy,”. he , said. “But I’m afraid 
I’ll have to get back to you.” 

: Well into the; evening a call came 
from the friendly official source in the 





White House counsel’s ..office. “Look,” Subjects,” she exclaimed, taking liber- 
he said, “I’ve checked. , this out. with ties with the full majesty of your 
the agency, and HEW. it’s a -little riame. : .-“They’ve just had public hear-j; 

strange, but the . national commission ings.” She told me. you were part of 

is technically not yet ;in . existence. It’s the National Institutes of Health and, 

just about to be established — like with- armed with, this crucial fact, I found 

in hours, days. The whole thing is you. ■ ; •; . ' ■ 

very carefully worked out and ready “We were just roaring at your story 
to go. Realty.” when you called;” said one staff , mem- 

“Could if be a CIA proprietorship?” ’ her 'at your official hideaway on River. - 
I asked. Road near the. Kenwood Country Club. 

“I’ve been wondering, the same “We thought it was hysterical that the 

thing,” he mused. “But they’ve given White House didn’t know about us. 

us every; assurance.” But actually I tried to find the com- 

Th'at- was where matters 'stood mission once myself and when I called 

Wednesday night. HEW they said that it wasn’t one of 

Yesterday morning the truth began theirs.” . . , ' 
to seep out. The phone rang at break- Everything fell quickly into place, 
fast time and a friend, a syndicated You came into existence in 1974 under 
science columnist, said; the sponsorship of Sen. Edward M. 

“I can’t believe that neither you nor Kennedy (D-Mass.) to inves tigate 
the White House are aware of . the , abuses • of medical experimentation 
Commission on Protection of Human with human beings. 



Your staff includes a lawyer, a doc- 
tor, a sociologist, a political scientist, 
as well as what the table of organiza- 
tion describes as two “bio-ethicists" 
and a part-time “philosopher>ethicist.” 

Furthermore, your temporary two- 
‘iyear legislative charter expires, soon 
unless an amendment by Kennedy to 
extend your life passes in this session 
of Congress. 

The administration, however, . now 
solidly behind your continued exis- 
tence, according , to White House 
sources, because you are now part of 
President Ford’s intelligence redrgan- 
ization. 

“We’re obviously going to have to 
support the Kennedy amendment,” 
said an informed White House official 
yesterday after he, too, succeeded in 
unravelling the mystery of your -iden- 
tity. 





judicial determination.' • 

"The committee seems neith- 
er able to keep secrets nor its 
agreement," Mr. Coiby said. 

He was questioned extensive- 
ly on accounts of the House, 
report published in today’s New 
York Times. The report has 
.not yet been released by the 
committee. 

“From the draft nf the com- 
mittee report that I have seen 
and the news stories about it. 

I believe it totally biased and 
a disservice to our nation,” he 
. said. 

“By selective use of the 
evidence provided, by innuendo 
and suggestive language, the 
committee implies that intelli- 
gence has deceptive budgets, 
has no accountability and has 
not complied with a direct 
order of the President. I deny 
these flatly.” 

Under questioning bv report- 
ers, however. Mr. Colby ac- 
knowledged that the C.I.A.’s 
estimation of costs of arms 
being secretly sent to Angola 
probably undervalued the aid 
by $1 million , or $2 million. 
Several days ago a senior in- 
telligence officer estimated the 
cost at $2 million. 

-Mr. Colby strongly disputed 
the idea that undervaluing the 
equipment might have doubled 
the value of covert support 
from $32 million by- last No- 
vember to $64 million. 

He said that he agreed with 

that “the best way to stop this 
leakage and the dangers to the 
United States it involves .is by 
a rapid dissolution of this com- 
mittee.” 

Ironically, Mr. Colby told a 
reporter for The Associated j 
'Press in an interview today thatj 
!he had told The Washington! 
IStar in November 1973 that thej 
C.I.A. infiltrated the' news me- 
dia. 

“That particular story came 
from a idiscussion with the 
[Star] editorial board and the 
question was asked whether we 
had any relationships with . 
journalists. I felt I had to speak j 
straight with the people on thej 
editorial board, that I couldn’t 
be iii the position of telling 
them something false. So in the 
process I did tell them, yes,” he 
said in the interview. > 

. Representative Robert Mc» 
mni-v of Illinois, the senior Re- 



publican on the House intelli- 
gence committee, also attacked 
the leaks of stories that ap. 
peered in The Times. 

“I must confess that at this 
point I am not confident a: 
House committee could be' 
trusted with this information,”! 
he said. I 

He said he was particularly! 
vexed because his minority! 
opinion on the report was not: 

. carried by The Times. 

“Then leak it to us now," a 
reporter suggested. Mr. Mc- 
Clory declined. 

The acting chairman of the 
'House committee, Representa- 
tive Robert N. Giaimo, a Con- 
necticut Democrat, said the; 
leaks disturbed me and every 1 
member of the committee.” 

■ “I don’t know where the 
leaks . come from,” he said. 
“They could have come from 
the staff or from the executive 
branch." 

, .A. Searle Field, the staff di- 
rector, said: “As far as I can 
see, it didn't come from the 
committee. There's literally doz- 
ens of copies (of the report] at 
the State Department, at thej 
executive offices, the Pentagon., 
It is a very severe blow.” 

Mr. Colby iater denied thatj 
anyone at the C.I.A. had leakedj 
the information. _. i 

According to a copy of thej 

! available to The Times, the 
House committee found: 

•IThat the funds and opera- 
tions of intelligence agencies 
were virtually unchecked. 

<5Set the C.I.A. and other in- 
telligence agencies had used de- 
ceptive budgeting methods that 
undervalued costs of' intelli- 
gence when reported secretly, 
to Congress. The price tag fori 
the intelligence apparatus was 
set at $10 billion. 

qThat the C.I.A. violated a 
1967 order by President John- 
son that forbade it from in- 
filtrating colleges and private 
educational foundations. 

- «3That Senator Henry M. 
Jackson, Democrat of Washing- 
ton,. secretly advised the C.I.A. 
on how to protect itself from 
an investigation by Senator 
' Frank Church, Democrat of 
Idaho, and members of a Sen- 
ate Foreign Relations subcom- 
mittee. 

<3That Secretary of State and 
Mrs. Henry A. 'Kissinger re- 
ceived personal gifts from the 
beleaguered leader of Kurdish 
rebels who had been supplied 
with arms by the C.I.A. on the 
secret order of President Nixon. 

Senator Jackson acknowl- 
edged, that he did, give C.I.A, 



officials advice in 1973, but he 
said it was procedural in na- 
ture and not designed to help 
them cover up wrongdoing, 
i Associates of Mr. Kissinger 
'said lie had reported the gifts 
j to the White House and they 
!were not in his possession, 
j Mr. Colby has told Congress, 
j the press and the public many 
| times that leaks may harm na- 
jtional security. He said, again, 
j that foreign intelligence serv- 
ices that cooperated with the 
United States were advising 
jthe C.I.A. that they did not 
[want to continue these rela-| 
jtionships because of securityj 
'breaches. 

i But he has never named ,4m 
intelligence' service that has ac- 
tually ended its relationship 
with the agency, over the leaks 
and has offered little evidence 
that this in fact has happened. 

Mr. Colby is expected to va- 
cate his. affice either late to- 
i morrow or early Wednesday 
: after Ambassador George E. 
jBush is confirmed as Director 
of Central Intelligence. 

In a private ceremony today, 
President Ford awarded Mr. 
Colby the National Security 
Medal and praised his leader- 
ship during a time he called 
the agency’s “most troubled 
period." 




